
Hobbyists Camera Club

“Virtual” Meeting Agenda
March 2, 2022

Meeting Agenda
❖ Welcome
❖ Monthly assignment slideshow
❖ 2022 Photo Contest
❖ Philadelphia Photo Tour
❖ Photo Simplification
❖ Clean Backgrounds
❖ Mastering Photoshop
❖ Monthly Assignment
❖ Photo critiques
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Monthly Assignment Slideshow
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View slideshow at
https://youtu.be/QvgcM6ZRM8c

2022 Photo Contest Finalists
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Reviewing and Voting



HCC Photo Contest - Finalists 
❖ The voting for the 2022 Photo Contest ended on 

Sunday February 27, 2022.
❖ 121 Members sent a total of 354 votes.
❖ 11 finalists were chosen based on the Member’s votes 

(two photos were tied for 10th place).
❖ The overall winners will be determined by adding the 

votes cast by the general membership to the average of 
the votes for each photo sent by Camera Club 
members by tomorrow afternoon.

❖ The winners will be announced by email by the end of 
the week.
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HCC Photo Contest - Voting criteria
❖ Due to the remote nature of today’s meeting, obviously 

we cannot vote with pencil and papers as we did in the 
previous years, so we will do it electronically.

❖ This afternoon, after the end of the meeting, you will 
receive an email with an electronic form that you can fill 
and submit online.  
All votes must be cast by tomorrow, Thursday at 12:00pm

❖ You will be asked to vote on three aspects for each 
photo:
❖ Composition
❖ Technical Quality
❖ Story Telling
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HCC Photo Contest - Voting criteria
❖ For each aspect you must enter a number from 1 to 10 

(10 being the best) and all fields must be filled.
❖ At the end click on Submit to cast your votes. 
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HCC Photo Contest - Voting criteria
❖ This is the voting form looks like 
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HCC Photo Contest - Voting criteria
❖ Composition: (1 to 10, 10 being the best)
‣ Is there a Main Center of Interest?

‣ Is the subject placed in a position that adds to the interest 
and/or story-telling ability of the photo? Does it employ the 
Rule of Thirds, the Golden Ratio, etc?

‣ Are lines, shapes, patterns, space, texture or framing used to 
add interest or direct the eye to the subject?

‣ Does the Background complement the main subject or add 
clutter to the photo?
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HCC Photo Contest - Voting criteria
❖ Technical Quality (1 to 10, 10 being the best)
‣ Is the photo sharp and well-focused? Do fine details have good 

definition?

‣ Is Contrast used effectively to make the subject stand out or 
set the mood?

‣ Does Lighting call attention to the subject, set a mood or add 
interest?

‣ Is Depth of Field used effectively to emphasize the subject?

‣ Is Color (either black and white or color) natural and true to 
life?
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HCC Photo Contest - Voting criteria
❖ Story Telling (1 to 10, 10 being the best)
‣ Does the photo tell a story?

‣ Does the photo attract and maintain your attention?

‣ Is the subject presented in a unique way?
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Photo Contest Finalists Critique
❖ Before we rush to vote for this year finalists, let’s 

critique them.
❖ I would like to have two/three different attendees to 

critique each finalist photo.

Hobbyists Camera Club













Philadelphia Photo Tour
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Philadelphia Photo Tour
❖ As you might know, I have updated our planned Photo 

Tour to Philadelphia and made it into a one day trip 
(albeit a long day) on April 28, 2022.

❖ We will still use Nick Cvetkovic, a professional tour guide 
with more than 1,000 tours experience and former 
President of the Association of Philadelphia Tour Guides 
as our guide for that day.

❖ As of today 6 HCC Members are planning to participate 
to this tour and, if any further interest will arise, we can 
accommodate a few more.
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Philadelphia Photo Tour

Tour itinerary
❖ 7:00am Departure to Philadelphia (via car pool)
❖ 10:00am - 5:00pm Photo Shoot  

Italian Market to Magic Gardens and more
• Society Hill neighborhood (many 18th and 19th century homes)
• South Street
• Italian Market (with lunch break)
• Magic Gardens Museum ($12 entrance fee)
• Murals Walking Tour
• Reading Terminal Market

❖ 5:00pm Return home
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Philadelphia Photo Tour
❖ The guide cost will be $450 ($375 fee plus $75 tip) and it 

will be shared among the participants. 
Travel and lunch will be additional.

❖ As always, spouses/companions will be welcome to join 
us in this Photo Tour.
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Philadelphia Magic Gardens
❖ One of the places we are going to photograph is the 

Magic Gardens.
❖ This is a hidden gem that I strongly suggest you visit 

the next time you will travel to Philadelphia.
❖ The following short video introduces what the Magic 

Gardens is all about.
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View video at
https://youtube.com/watch?v=jjdRq6iyyes

Philadelphia Magic Gardens

Photo Simplification
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Photo Simplification
❖ As I mentioned a few times in the past, probably the 

most difficult aspect of creating a good photo is to 
decide what NOT to include in the photo.

❖ In many occasions, we are overwhelmed by the beauty 
and grandeur of the subject we are going to 
photograph (especially in landscape photography or 
street photography) and we are tempted to take it all!

❖ This, unfortunately, might result in a crowded and 
somewhat messy photo without a clear point of 
interest.

❖ We should always remember that in photography (and 
graphic design in general) LESS is MORE.
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Photo Simplification
❖ A way to simplify a photo is to use a lot of Negative 

Space, i.e. elements that allow the viewer to focus on 
the subject of the photo.

❖ The process of creating Less is More is also called 
Photo Simplification and, for most of us, this process 
does not come naturally. 
But, like many things in photography, this process can 
be learned following a few rules and by a lot of 
practice.

❖ The following video highlights the concepts of photo 
simplification and negative space.. 
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View video at
https://youtube.com/watch?v=lKc-0QEbZbo

Photo Simplification

Clean Backgrounds
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Clean Background
❖ One key element of Photo Simplification as you heard is 

the background and how to use it is definitely one of 
the most difficult element of photography.

❖ As we always say what makes a great photography is 
NOT the subject but the background.  
This might sound counter intuitive but it is true.

❖ Of course we can “clean” the background in post 
processing but this is usually a long and tedious process 
so we are better off to have a clean background off the 
camera.

❖ The following video explains how to create a clean 
background that will strongly enhance the appeal of our 
photos.
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View video at
https://youtube.com/watch?v=rVeFmtv0hJc

Clean Background



Mastering Photoshop
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Mastering Photoshop
❖ Since its introduction in 1988, Photoshop has become 

the standard image and graphic processing application 
for a variety of platforms but it has also grown into 
one (if not the one) of the most complex program to 
master.

❖ Photoshop complexity is driven by the incredible 
amount of features and learning all of these features is 
practically impossible and definitely very time 
consuming.

❖ Having said this thought, as pointed out to me by our 
Member Bert Taylor, one can master 90% of 
Photoshop by learning just 5 concepts.

Hobbyists Camera Club



Mastering Photoshop
❖ The 5 concepts that, when properly learned, allow us 

to master 90% of what Photoshop can do (especially 
for digital photos) are:
‣ Curves

‣ Blend Modes

‣ Hue/Saturation Adjustment

‣ Layers and Masks

‣ Selections

❖ Unmesh Dinda has youTube videos for each of these 
concept and I suggest that you watch them at your 
leisure if you want to learn these concepts.
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Mastering Photoshop
❖ These are the youTube links to the videos
❖ Curves 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bvyiydd2dMc&t=10s
❖ Blend Modes 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i1D9ijh3_-I
❖ Hue/Saturation Adjustment 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u1CurC9VAdM
❖ Layers and Masks 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pLVQecX4bkQ
❖ Selections 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UblinW82Q3k 
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Monthly Assignment
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Monthly Assignments

❖ Submit 10 photos, each one with a subject of your 
choice that start with one the first 10 alphabet letters, 
i.e.:
‣ A Animal

‣ B Bicycle

‣ C Car

‣ D Door

‣ E Engine

‣ etc.
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10 Letters Photo Quest



Calendar
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Wednesday April 6, 2022
Camera Club Meeting

Thursday April 28, 2022
Philadelphia Photo Tour

Thanks
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